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Teeing off in Support of the Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts (BIA-MA) 

 
On Monday, June 23, 2014 twenty-seven foursomes teed off for the Brain Injury Association of 
Massachusetts (BIA-MA). The weather did not disappoint at The Haven Country Club, 
Boylston, MA. Golfers were welcomed by Laura Herman, Golf Classic Chair and CEO of 
Insurance Marketing Agencies. Laura Herman has been involved with BIA-MA since its infancy 
and stated “It has truly been an inspiration to see how this organization has grown into the 
operation that it is today. We are truly on the right path.” The players enjoyed a challenging day 
on the parkland-style golf course and all for a great cause. The event raised $25,000 which goes 
directly to the BIA-MA mission of Support, Prevention, Education and Advocacy. 
 
After the golf game was finished, teams were invited into the clubhouse to enjoy dinner and 
participate in a silent and live auction featuring Bob Socci, Voice of the Patriots with Sports Hub 
Network and New England football guard, Logan Mankins. This was Bob’s first auction with 
BIA-MA and with the help of Logan raised money on sports tickets and sports memorabilia. The 
highlight of the evening was survivor speaker presentation by Ryan Farrell. Ryan suffered a TBI 
in April of 2010 during a cheering competition in New York. Ryan had a tough recovery and 
fought tirelessly during rehabilitation to regain what she had lost because of her injury. We are 
proud to say that Ryan’s dream of graduating college has come to fruition; she graduated this 
past May with a Bachelors Degree in Communications. Ryan made it clear to her audience that 
having a brain injury would not deter her from achieving all her dreams. Her spirit and passion 
are truly infectious and she continues to be a volunteer at BIA-MA and speaks about her story. 
Ryan wrapped up her speech with thanking her family for all their love and support throughout 
her journey.  
 
Nicole Godaire, Executive Director of BIA-MA said “Our Annual Golf Classic is essential for 
raising the funds needed to provide the best possible programs and services for the thousands of 
brain injury survivors and families throughout the Commonwealth. The staff, volunteers, and 
participants continuously make this event a success year after year.” 
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BIA-MA would not be able to host such successful events if it were not for the help and 
dedication of our sponsors; Corporate Sponsor, Spaulding Rehabilitation Network and our 
Platinum Sponsor, ICD Institutional Cash Distributors, LLC. 
 
The Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts, a private, non-profit organization, provides 
support to brain injury survivors and their families, offers programs to prevent brain injuries, 
and educates the public on the risks and impact of brain injury. The Association advocates 
for funding for individuals with brain injury, supports legislation to prevent brain injuries, 
and collaborates on educational campaigns with state agencies and related associations. 
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